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In the urban forests of the Ruhr area

The urban forests in the Ruhr metropolitan area as extracurricular learning environment are
an ideal setting for action-oriented nature experience. Schoolchildren get to know and ap-
preciate the surrounding of their urban quarter. Children are sensitized to their environment
and teachers are encouraged to do more teaching outside the classrooms. Through envi-
ronmental education in urban forests the children learn how diverse their environment and
the urban biotopes are. So leisure activities beyond hanging around indoors or to be on

the internet are made possible and they see urban nature as a varied enrichment. This al-
lows to act in accordance with the requirements of Education for Sustainable Development
(BNE).

Extracurricular environmental education favours natural science skills, motor skills, langua-
ge development, creativity and social skills in the group. So it is possible to adapt to future
challenges. Exploratory learning in cooperative learning units in an extracurricular learning
environment (industrial brownfields, industrial forests and urban forests) educates on soci-
al, communicative, inclusive and integrative levels. Own ideas and experiences are brought
In by the children and the BSWR staff only act as moderators and supporters. Seven inclu-
sive and integrative projects in urban forests with the aforementioned environmental pe-
dagogical approaches are presented. They cover widely knows sites as Landscape Park
Duisburg Nord as well as small industrial brownfields, semi-forested areas within settle-
ments or forest parks and larger forest areas in the Ruhr metropolitan area. Schoolchilrden
of all ages and all types of school are addressed.
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Projects:
1. Environmental education during school
days in class every week (s. header)

2. Soil science und Green classroom in the
Witthausbusch forest park, Mulheim an der
Ruhr (s. fig. 1)

3. Environmental education for disabled
children in Zeche Sterkrade (colliery),
Oberhausen (s. fig. 2)

4. Nature meets art,
Mulheim an der Ruhr (s. fig. 3)

5. Environmental education in industrial na-
ture in the Landscape Park Duisburg Nord

Fig. 2: Env. education for disabled children (s fig. 4)

6. Day of biodiversity in the Landscape
Park Duisburg and Zeche Zollverein (collie-
ry), Essen (s. fig. 5)

/. Environmental education in industri-
al brownfield (Peisberg), Mulheim an der
Ruhr (s. footer)
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contact & information:
Biologische Station
Westliches Ruhrgebiet e. V.
Ripshorster Stralde 306
46117 Oberhausen

Tel. 0208 - 4686090

info@bswr.de
www.bswr.de

Fig. 3: Nature meets art

Literature:

Schneider, K.; Keil, P. (2018): Lernen
ohne Grenzen — Umweltbildung fur
Schulerinnen und Schuler mit Migra-
tionshintergrund im westlichen Ruhr-
gebiet. — In: Hein, G; Hovelmann, T.;
Linnemann, B.; Menke, M.; Wichert F.;
Wiersbinski, N. (Hrsg.): Naturschutz:
einladend — sozial — integrativ. Angebote
fur Menschen mit Migrationshintergrund
und Fluchtlinge. Bundesamt fur Natur-
schutz BfN-Skripten 499: 53-60.

Rl_v LVR-Netzwerk
Kulturlandschaft

e INU * EMSCHER
N\_ 4
D U Qu R G EEIELWIE?STHAFTS-VERBAND EV.

REGIONALVERBAND N 1
RUHRX\\ éLVDE GENOSSENSCHAFT

Ministerium fiir Klimaschutz, Umwelt,
Landwirtschaft, Natur- und Verbraucherschutz
des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen

am Rhein Miilheim
an der Ruhr m Wal.dbauernverband NRW“e.V.
/ \ Bezirksgruppe Ruhrgrof3stadte

@ BUND NAB u Landesverband Gartenbau

FREUNDE DER ERDE Rheinland e. V.

Stadt am Fluss

@,




